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ACADEMIC SENATE AGENDA
TIME: 7 P.M, Wednesday, March 22,2000
PLA CE: Circus Room, Bone Student Center

**New Senate Orientation 5:30 p.m. in Bone Student Center Founders Suite**
Call to Order
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of 3/8/00
Chairperson's Remarks
Vice Chairperson's Remarks
Student Government Association President's Remarks
Administrators' Remarks
Committee Reports
Action Items:
02.23.00.05 Biotechnology Graduate Sequence Proposal (Academic Affairs and Budget
Committees)
Academic Impact Fund (Budget Committee)
02.08.00.01

General Education Program Implementation (Academic Affairs Committee)

Communications:
Non-tenure Faculty Report (Faculty Affairs Committee)
Comprehensive Campaign

**Senate Faculty and Student Caucuses following Senate Meeting to select slate of officers and
Executive Committee members. **
Adjournment
Meetings of the Academic Senate are open to members of the University community. Persons
attending the meeting participate in discussion with the consent of the Senate. Persons desiring to
bring items to the attention of the Senate may do so by contacting any member of the Senate.
If you no longer have use for your interoffice mailing envelopes, please return them to the
Senate office (mail code 1830) or return them at each meeting.

ACADEMIC SENATE MINUTES
(Approved)
March 22, 2000
Volume XXXI, No. 13

Call to Order
Chairperson Curt White called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
Roll Call
Chairperson Curt White called the roll and declared a quorum.
Approval of Minutes of March 8, 2000:
Motion XXXI-140: by Senator Moomey (seconded by Senator Whitmore) to approve the minutes of
March 8, 2000. Motion approved unanimously.
Chairperson's Remarks:
Senator White: We are at the last meeting of the current Senate. Therefore, I want to thank you all for
your participation, enthusiasm and patience. We have accomplished a lot this year. Senator White
thanked the Senate clerical secretary and Parliamentarian Bill Semlak for their contributions. This will
be Bill's last year as parliamentarian. Senator White asked the Senate to turn in their committee
preference forms as soon as possible. He announced that there would be caucuses, faculty and student,
to elect a slate of officers and members of the Executive Committee after this evening's meeting.
Vice Chairperson's Remarks:
Senator Gillespie: Asked student Senators to stay for the student caucus to elect officers and to do
some training of new student Senate members. Senator Gillespie stated that serving on the Senate was a
great experience. He thanked Senator White and Cynthia James for their assistance. He added that his
entire interaction with faculty and administrators was a fulfilling experience.
Student Government Association President's Remarks:
Senator Ford: SGA is passing the gavel this Sunday on March 26, ending the terms of the current SGA
members and beginning the terms of new and re-elected members. She stated that she has had a great
time on the Senate and working with the Academic Affairs Committee.
Administrators' Remarks
• President Boschini: No report.
•

Provost Goldfarb: Wished the student senators great success in the future and thanked the Senate
for all of its work this year.

•

Vice President for Student Affairs: No report.

•

Vice President for Business and Finance:
Senator Bragg: We have now been through the entire budget appropriation process and we should
know our appropriation soon. Construction is moving forward on the performing arts center. Soon
we will be breaking ground for In Exchange, the mall we are putting in on School Street between
Stevenson and Williamson Halls. There is a groundbreaking ceremony on Friday, March 24, for In
Exchange at 1: 00 p.m.

CommiUee Reports:
Academic Affairs Commiuee
Senator Schwartz: Academic Affairs has two items that will be action items this evening, the
Biotechnology proposal and the General Education Implementation proposal.

Administrative Affairs CommiUee: No report.
Budget CommiUee: No report.
Faculty Affairs Commiuee:
Senator Reid: We met tonight with the Provost and we are working on proposals for the future of
temporary faculty. Hopefully we will come up with those guidelines at the next meeting and bring it as
an information item.

Rules Commiuee: No report.
Student Affairs CommiUee: No report.
Director of Athletics: Perk Weisenburger
I have been Director of Athletics since August and it has been an extreme pleasure for me to be a part
of this outstanding institution. I will give you an overview of some things that we have been doing. In
the Athletic Department, we sponsor 19 intercollegiate sports. We service over 350 student athletes. I
believe that we have an outstanding group of coaches and student athletes who have a passion for
success. I want to thank: the Senate for its resolution honoring the football team. From a student athlete
welfare standpoint, which is how we work with athletes other than competing on the field, we have a
group called the Student Athletic Advisory Council. This is composed of several leaders from each
team. They meet and discuss issues that would pertain to student athlete welfare issues such as
community service issues. One of the areas that we are very proud of is State Farm's "Just Read
Program" . This is a program in which our student athletes go into grade schools and read to the
children. We have Redbird Ambassadors, which is a group of student athletes who partner with the
local D.A.R.E. program. We are also involved in Habitat for Humanity. Academic success is a major
area in which we take great pride. We have the Bone Study Center for athletes, which includes study
areas, computer labs and counseling sessions. Illinois State's athletic student graduation rates are very
good on a national level. 62% of our student athletes do graduate. An adjusted graduation rate is 84%.
That means the student leaving this university in good academic standing and graduating at another
institution is counted in the adjusted graduation rate. Our facilities are an issue that we have to be
concerned with. We have some of the best facilities in certain areas, but in other areas our facilities fall
short and that is something that we will be addressing. As Director of Athletics, I meet monthly with the
Athletic Council. The four areas that the council reviews on a regular basis are gender equity, finance,
rules compliance and student athlete welfare.
Senator Schmaltz: Stated that he had held season athletic tickets for a number of years. Seating in
Redbird arena is determined by a number of factors, one of which is the amount of money contributed.
About three years ago, the price of priority seating was a contribution of $250 plus the price of seats;
this year it is $1,000. Why was there such a large increase? This alienated many longtime faculty.
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Mr. Weisenburger: I think that it was all derived from the fact that several years ago, money that the
Athletic Department had typically relied upon, the State indicated was no longer available. This left a
pretty huge void in the athletic budget. I think that it was a good decision in terms of funding, but there
was dissatisfaction in terms of loyal supporters.
Senator Schmaltz: Who decided that we would have to give $1000?
Mr. Weisenburger: I think that there was a committee, which would have included the Athletic
Director.
Senator Schmaltz: I was told that the Redbird Education Scholarship Board set the policy. That board
has many people on it that are not affiliated with the institution.
Senator Razaki: Have you done much about involving more faculty members in athletics?
Mr. Weisenburger: My goal was to try to be as visible as I could be to faculty. However, my time has
been dominated by some coaching searches and I have not had the opportunity to involve and get to
know as many faculty members as I had originally planned. But that doesn't mean that I won't.
Senator Razaki: Stated that perhaps the Athletic Department should look at giving some type of a
price break to faculty members. State Farm also matches its employee contributions.
Mr. Weisenburger: Several years ago, you could count corporate matching dollars. However, at this
time, priority seating is determined only by what the individual contributes.

Action Items:
02.23.00.05 Biotechnology Graduate Sequence Proposal (Academic Affairs and Budget
Committees)
Motion XXXI-141: by Senator Schwartz to approve the Biotechnology Graduate Sequence Proposal.
Second by Senator Weber.
Dr. Tak Cheung, Biological Sciences: This is a combined effort to provide our students opportunities
in the rapidly expanding field of biotechnology. We have a lot of resources already to make the program
work. The resources we are seeking in the proposal are to supplement some of the resources we already
have in the department.
Dr. Paul Schollaert: If! could just briefly address the budgeting issues. We treated this as one would
treat any kind of proposal which is to say we have put out the best possible case scenario and we have a
lot of resources in place. We have the ability either through the budget process or through reallocation
to deal with the new position requested.
Senator Schmaltz: Is the $44,000 requested for the new faculty position adequate?
Dr. Schollaert: That is the current entry-level salary for biology.
Senator Razaki: Is this one position going to be enough to staff this program?
Dr. Cheung: Yes, much of this started about ten years ago, so we have a long history of trying to make
this program work.
Academic Senate Minutes
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The Senate approved the program proposal unanimously.
Academic Impact Fund (Budget Committee)
Motion XXXI-142: Senator Strickland moved that the Academic Impact Fund be extended for one
more year in order to review the purpose and effectiveness of the program. The Budget Committee will
work with the Provost's office to review the program and report to the full Senate at the first meeting of
the spring semester of2001. Second by Senator Goldfarb. The motion was approved unanimously.
02.08.00.01 General Education Program Implementation Proposal (Academic Affairs
Committee)
Motion XXXI-143: Senator Schmaltz moved that the Senate accept parts one and two of the Provost's
report on the implementation of the General Education program. Second by Senator Noyes.
Senator Moomey: I think that this university should make a commitment to opt for the best education
for the students that it serves. I feel that by removing the requirement oftaking courses in each group,
the university is making a statement that it is trying to move students towards graduation as fast as
possible by lowering the standards. The problem with lack of classes should be solved by adding more
classes, not be lowering the standards.
Senator Crothers: I think that you make a good point, but to add more classes would mean increasing
tuition. What we are talking about is an interim step to help us get through the difficulties.
Senator Reid: Why has the committee decided that it is not important for students to take courses in
both categories?
Dr. Kent Machina: First, we are only talking about doing this for a limited period oftime as an interim
measure. We are faced with some very severe practical problems in that we have many students here in
the University Studies program who are having difficulty finding enough courses to complete
particularly group two. Those same departments that offer courses in group two are being asked to
maintain new courses that would fit in the Humanities category in the outer core, as well as the
Language and Humanities courses in the middle core, as well as supplying instructors for Foundations
ofInquiry. It seems that those faculty are being stretched too thin. The issue is what do we do in order
to enable students to graduate in a timely fashion. That is what prompted this proposal. We are in a
transition period where we are trying to run two General Education programs simultaneously.
Senator Schmaltz: Amended her motion to state that the change would be in effect for a three-year
time period, at the end of which this would be reevaluated.
Senator Whitmore: When you say three years, is that three years from today including the two
previous catalogs?
Dr. Machina: It means three years beginning at the next academic year.
Senator White: So we are talking about three years from July 1, 2000 and ending July 1, 2003 .
Senator Whitmore: But it does apply back to the three catalogs that are already in place?
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Speaker: Correct.
Senator Gillespie: Asked what means are going to be taken to pass this information on to advisors and
students and when will that be done, considering the close proximity of registration and that some
students have already registered for the fall semester.
Dr. Eric Thomas, Associate Vice President of Undergraduate Studies: At this point we have
everyone kind of primed about these changes. The changes will be incorporated in next year's catalog so
that the registrar and advisors will be duly informed.
Senator Gillespie: What about the possibility of putting something in the Vidette to get the information
out to students?
Dr. Eric Thomas: We can certainly do that.
The Senate approved the motion. (One no vote by Senator Moomey.)

Communications:
Report on Non-Tenure Track Faculty: Continued to the next meeting.
Comprehensive Campaign
President Boschini: The environment of higher education is changing rapidly. Many of the public
institutions are finding that they need to depend on the resources and economic investment of their
alumni and other benefactors. At one time, large portions of the basic funding for the educational
enterprise were provided through the Illinois State Legislature. In 1959, 74% of our support came from
the State. In 1999, that has gone down to 33%. So students and their families have assumed a greater
and greater percentage of the cost of education. This threatens access to the University.
We are proposing to embark on an $86,000,000 comprehensive campaign. Of the state universities in
Illinois, we are the only one that has never done this before. We are placing emphasis on growing our
endowment. Our current endowment is $31,000,000 compared to Illinois Wesleyan's endowment of
$212,000,000.
Through a doubling of our current endowment, we will be able to support programs of excellence and
other initiatives, which will add tremendous value to an already excellent educational experience. One of
the things we need to provide for is the opportunity for all types of students to attend our campus. More
students from different ethnic backgrounds and more students from outside the State of Illinois are
needed. Only through this diverse environment can we prepare our students to be successful in the
increasingly diverse world of work and further education.
A larger endowment will allow us to retain our current high quality faculty and to attract additional
faculty. I would like to be able to provide money for special projects, research initiatives and programs
related to major areas of study. Currently, private giving supplies $20,000 a year for that. I would like
to increase that exponentially.
We need to provide our faculty and staff with state of the art programs and facilities in which to interact
with each other. I want to provide endowed chairs and endowed professorships. I want to enhance the
campus experience, which would include Milner Library, university renovations, athletic facility
Academic Senate Minutes
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improvements. the performing arts center and technology program enhancements. I want to promote
areas of excellence in general on campus. We would have a great center for literacy, a center for special
education technology, innovations in business programs and an institute for leadership development for
students.
Any campaign conducted at the college or university level relies on the ability of those who are the core
supporters of the university to increase their support of the university and to convince others to join
them in that support. We need to be able to say to individuals and corporations that they would be wise
to invest in this venture. We need your financial support, your moral support and most of all your
commitment to Illinois State University. Please write to me, sent me emails or call me with any input
you have about this comprehensive capital campaign.

Motion XXXI-144: by Senator Razaki for a Sense of the Senate Resolution that the Academic Senate
support this campaign. Second by Senator Mary Campbell. Motion was approved unanimously.
Motion XXXI-14S: To adjourn by Senator Moomey, second by Senator Weber. Motion approved by
standing vote.
Academic Senate
Hovey 208, Box 1830
438-8735
E-mail Address: acsenate@ilstu.edu
Web Address: http://wolf its.ilstu. edulAcademicSenate
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